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a After this separation [was] made, lands and Iirings "began
to be dedicated every day unto each use severally,, by means

the foregoing articles of the Priest's maintenance. Vol. II. p. 243, and division of lands,
Vol. II. p. 267, &c. We are, therefore, wairanted to reckon that the High Priest's re-
venue was a fourth part at least of what all the Priests and Levifes together enjoyed, whose
number was large in proportion to the extent of the Holy Landf 22000 in the time of Moses t
Numb. iii. 34 ; iv. 3, and 30000 in the time of David, I Chron. xxiii. 3. Hooker rates
it too low, at a seventh or eighth part, p. 379, for he did not take into account the
landed property of the High Priest. And if we consider that the clergy, in the in-
fancy of the Church, were not near so numerous in proportion as afterwards, we must
allow that the Jewish hierarchy and clergy were amply and liberally niaintainedj and
the Christian, even at fiist, not deficiently.

The other half of the ecclesiastical revenue, was divided between the building and
repairs of churches and alms houses ; and the support of the honest and industrious poor,
when unable to woik, 2 Thess. iii. 10.

Much as we are bound to praise and extol the blessed REFORMATION, which emanci-
pated our forefathers from the spiritual tyranny of papal despotism, to the glorious liberty
of the GOSPEL, we cannot too deeply lament and deplore that iniquitous and sacrilegious
spoliation of Church property that accompanied it; and the lay impropriations, so profusely
and unwisely granted at the suppression of the monasteries and religious orders, and the
confiscation of their revenues, both in lands and tytftes* These ought to have been reli-
giously restored to sacred uses, as the patrimony of CHRIST ; and the present generation
has to rue the impolicy of the misapplication. The poor rales,, which are now so grievous
a burden upon the industry of the community, were created thereby ; for before the
suppression they did not exist, they were unnecessary; and it is now, indeed, difficult
for the cui tailed ie\enues of the Church even to keep in repair those splendid churches
and catliedtals formeily built out of the sacred funds, much less to build new churches
for the encreased population of the land. The consequences of this inability are truly
calamitous already, and threaten still greater evils*

Nor was the warning voice of the first and greatest luminaries of the Reformation, and
fhmest pillars and bulwarks of the Church of England, wanting to deprecate and expose
the evil tendency of these abuses.

1.   The learned Bishop Jewel,  whose Apology for the Church of England Is so de-
servedly admired by the soundest divines, in one of his sermons, preached before Q.
Elizabeth, (who, it is well known, gave at first but too much encouragement thereto,) had
the boldness to notice these abuses, and to foretel their fatal consequences.

" In other countries, (said he,) the receiving of THE GOSPEL hath always been the
cause that LEARNING was more set by; and learning hath ever been THE FURTHERANCE
OF THE GOSPEL : in England, I know not how, it cometh otherwise to pass, for since
THE GOSPEL hath been received, the maintenance of LEARNING hath been decayed; and
the lack of LEARNING will be the decay of THE GOSPEL."------" You," said he, ad-
dressing himself to her rapacious courtiers and favourites, " you enriched them which
mocked, and blinded, and devoured yon I Spoil not them now that feed, and instruct, and
comfort you!"

2.  The intelligent Hooker reckoned that what had been taken in his time, from the
Church, in lay appropriations, was known to amount to one hundred and twenty thou-
sand pounds yearly.    " We rest," says he,  " contentedly and quietly without it, till it
shall please GOD to touch the hearts of men, of their own voluntary accord, to restore it
to HIM again."---------" What hath been taken away, as dedicated unto uses supersti-
tious, and consequently, not given to GOD, or at the leastwise not so rightly givenf we
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